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The State of the World



Freshwater Availability in 2000



Water supply and sanitation



over 1 billion people lack access to safe water



over 2 billion people lack access to sanitation



Over 1 billion ill per year

Approximately  1.8-5 million deaths 
per year

6,000 per day

Most children under 5



global child deaths by cause



Food Production



Agriculture is the largest water user



Population in SSA will rise 71%
Demand for grain will increase 45%

Demand for beef will rise 91% 

Increasing Demand



arable land is decreasing



irrigated Ag = 35% of GDP60% Foreign exchange earnings45% employment





Groundwater



Environmental degradation



surface water usage increasing



Freshwater species declining



Economic growth / Disaster prevention
(why infrastructure matters)



dams and water storage

Water Storage Per Person (cubic meters)



using water



rainfall affects growth….
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water – economic growth



Peace and Security
(I.e., Water Wars)



over 40% of the world lives in a shared basin



water stress by international basin



conflict



Basic Human Need

Dignity

Economic growth / Poverty reduction

Conflict prevention

Build trust and promote cooperation

Democracy Building

why water matters



the future



climate change impacts



2025: over 1 billion people will face absolute 
water scarcity



So, you want to work on water
(Have we got a job for you!)



Lack of capacity
Lack of resources

Lack of cooperation
Lack of commitment

Challenges



It’s not about water at all

• political will
• governance
• globalization

Challenges



Trafficking in Water



what are we doing



The Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 
2005

www.state.gov/g/oes/water
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The Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 
2005

recognized the importance of watercodified the internationally agreed goalsAsked for development and implementation of 
a water strategy



U.S. Water Vision
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Water Security
Reliable and sustainable access 
to an acceptable quantity and 
quality of water to meet human, 

livelihood, ecosystem, and 
production needs while 

reducing the risks of extreme 
hydrological events to people, 

the environment, and 
economies

www.state.gov/g/oes/water



U.S. Objectives
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• Increase access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation

• Improve water resources 
management

• Increase the productivity of 
water resources

www.state.gov/g/oes/water



U.S. Approach
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• Capacity building, institutional 
strengthening, and regulatory 

policy reform

• Diplomatic engagement

• Direct investment

• Investments in S&T

• Working in Partnership
www.state.gov/g/oes/water



Improving Food Security
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• Improving water quality, 
infrastructure, storage, and 
conservation

• Increasing food productivity

• Enhance forecasting

www.state.gov/g/oes/water



www.state.gov/g/oes/water
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