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statistical sample survey data. The NRI sample was designed to

This inter

regionalized levels than

those depicted by the 8-mile radii aggregations chosen for this

yield reliable estimates at broader, more

interpretation, which is used to examine more localized variability.
Localized variations should be considered carefully in the broader

geographic context.
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U.S. Drought Monitor SeP*ia%: 20"

infensity.

| DO Abnormally Dry

] D1 Drought - Moderate
S = Shorl-Term, typically <8 months

= gg E:Eﬁ:tt ] E:;:frﬁa (&.g. agriculture, grasslands)

I D4 Drought - Exceptional

r~ Delineates dominant impacts

L = Lang-Term, typically =6 manths

{e.g. hydrology, ecology) USDA @
. - —e—— 1 )
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condifions, e | :
| ocal conditions may vary. See accompanying fext summary
for forecast statements. Released Thursday, September 27, 2012

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ Author: Anthony Artusa, NOAA/NWS/NCEP/CPC
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So, what’s soil health
“got to do with it?”

Everything!!!



Improving Soil Health Can: SECRETS
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Increase water infiltration

Increase available water holding capacity
Improve water quality

Increase nutrient availability

Detoxify chemicals

NN N

Save energy

v Improve plant health

All while maintaining or increasing production!!!



USDA-NRCS Activities:

e Ensure Scientific Basis
e Evaluate Economics
 Model Benefits

e Align CIG Priorities

* Leverage PMCs

 Develop Partnerships

e Communications

New Division - Training
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