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About the Alliance



Welcome to the Water Issue
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Drought
• Urban Development
• Aesthetics / Recreation
• Environmental Demands 



• 21,000 Lost Jobs = $2.7 Billion in 
Lost Economic Activity 

• 15% Increased Prices to 
Consumers

• $2 Billion Direct Farm Losses 
• 542,000 Acres of Farmland 

Fallowed 





How have delta smelt populations responded?



REGULATORY DROUGHT:
A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 





• Incentivizing Proactive Voluntary Conservation

• The Role of State and Local Governments in 
Species Conservation and ESA Implementation

• Landscape Level Conservation and Ecosystem 
Management

• Investment in Science and Measurable 
Outcomes: 

• Listing, Recovery and Delisting Process of the 
ESA Law and Policy Recommendations









2013 Home Food $: 
U.S:     6.6%
U.K: 9.3%
Germany:        12.0%
Japan:             13.6%
Brazil:              15.7%
Greece: 16.6%
Iran:                25.0%
China: 26.1%
India:              29.6%

Russia: 30.5%
Egypt:              37.4%
Pakistan:          48.1%

1945-2013 Period of U.S. Ag.
Expansion and Productivity+ 

Income Impacts to 
Consumer Economy?

Underscore the Economic Significance of Agriculture 



Other Ways to Improve Decision Making



The World Food Supply “GAP” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Global+Harvest+Initiative+released+its+Global+Agricultural+Productivity+(GAP)+Report&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1v-r-55tCT_rVM&tbnid=8rT-sFCf5Re4jM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/index.php/gap-report-gap-index/the-gap-index/&ei=2WsOUu7SI-S9igKDoIG4CQ&bvm=bv.50768961,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNFoADUlMygas5gdAzRHt5mKBtb6_w&ust=1376763214567999
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Global+Harvest+Initiative+released+its+Global+Agricultural+Productivity+(GAP)+Report&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1v-r-55tCT_rVM&tbnid=8rT-sFCf5Re4jM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/index.php/gap-report-gap-index/the-gap-index/&ei=2WsOUu7SI-S9igKDoIG4CQ&bvm=bv.50768961,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNFoADUlMygas5gdAzRHt5mKBtb6_w&ust=1376763214567999


A New Paradigm



Concerns



Op-Ed: Rural America Is Back In Business

WASHINGTON, Sept. 7, 2016 —
By: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack

“….it's good news that in all corners of rural America, 
we're seeing real, positive change take hold for the 
first time in the years since the Great Recession.”



Extreme poverty in rural Oregon persists 
amid broader recovery

September 2, 2016
Oregonian – Front Page







Op-Ed: Rural America Is Back In Business

WASHINGTON, Sept. 7, 2016 —
By: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack

“….it's good news that in all corners of rural America, 
we're seeing real, positive change take hold for the 
first time in the years since the Great Recession.”



“Wow, oh wow; are you kidding me? Clearly he hasn't 
visited "our" rural areas of multiple food bank deliveries to 

many "prosperous" people he's encountered.” 
Fresno County, Califorina

“Imagine how much worse it could have been from the double 
digit unemployment, overwhelming need for social support, 

billions of lost economic activity, ignored socio-environmental 
damage and broken dreams, with absolutely no benefit for fish 

species? Apparently we’re not rural enough.”
Los Banos, California

“He doesn't have a land loan an equipment loan and an 
operating loan trying to make a profit to feed a family and 

repay loans with very little or no water to grow a crop.”
Yuma, Arizona



Conclusion
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