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Farm Credit:  Ground-Truthing the 
Beginning Farmer Experience with Credit
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VS

Changes Made in the 2017 AgCensus

Changes in the 2017 vs 2012 AgCensus

• Removal of the “Principal Operator” framework 
• The addition of a fourth listed operator
• Calculated “Principal Producer” (2017 AgCensus only)

Why this is a big deal:

• No more “Young Principal Operators” 
• Only “Farms with a Young Operator Present.”



Count of Farms with a Beginning Farmer 
(Normal Distribution) 

• 29.3% of all farms have at 

least one beginning producer 

• 26.3% of all Farmers have 

10 years or less experience 

• 28.8% of all farms with debt 

had a beginning producer on 
their operation. 



Not all Beginning Farmers are Young
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One Operator vs Multi-Operator Farms
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Note: Beginning farmers are those with 10 years or less experience on any 
operation. 
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All Farms in the U.S. by Farm Sales Size
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Farm Count Farms with Debt

88% of all U.S. Farms are Small
74.2% of all Farms with Debt are Small



U.S. Farms by Acreage Size
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Beginning vs All Farms Sales Size
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92% of all Farms with a Beginning 
Operator are Small

88% of all U.S. Farms are Small
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Market Segmentation by Farm Business 
Expectations using Farm Sales Size
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Source: USDA-NASS 2017 AgCensus via Special Tabulation & Published Data; percentage of total farm sales from ARMS data 



The Industries We Serve

• Diverse portfolio by industry, size 

and market segment

• Large number of customers 

serving local markets

• Serve all types of producers  

big/small, conventional/organic, 

wholesale/retail 
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Beginner Farmers We Serve
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Loan 
Volume by 

Sector

Beginning Farmer Loans:
• 26.4% by number
• 15.4% by volume
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COMPEER FINANCIAL 

• Compeer $21.8B • Beginning Farmers $4.6B 


