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GoalGoal

To provide an overview of NASS 
surveys and Datasets that address 
conservation programs and practices.



ObjectivesObjectives

Identify NASS data collection programs;

Identify surveys collecting data on 
conservation programs and practices;

Identify datasets produced from surveys. 



Government Program LandGovernment Program Land

Land in Federal Conservation Programs are 
included in the farm definition 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP)
Farmable Wetlands Program (FWP)
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP)



NASS Data Collection NASS Data Collection 
ProgramProgram

Environmental & Economic SurveysEnvironmental & Economic Surveys
ARMSARMS
Agricultural LaborAgricultural Labor

Commodity SurveysCommodity Surveys
Crops/Stocks Crops/Stocks 
LivestockLivestock

OtherOther
ReimbursableReimbursable



ARMSARMS
CoverageCoverage

48 contiguous States48 contiguous States

PopulationPopulation –– all establishments which sold or all establishments which sold or 
normally would sell $1,000 of Agricultural normally would sell $1,000 of Agricultural 
products or receive government payments products or receive government payments 
during the previous yearduring the previous year



ARMSARMS

MethodsMethods
Multiple Frame SurveyMultiple Frame Survey

ListList
AreaArea

Samples selected to assure adequate Samples selected to assure adequate 
coverage by State and Regioncoverage by State and Region

Value of SalesValue of Sales
Farm TypeFarm Type



ARMSARMS

FrequencyFrequency
Conducted annually usually in three phases:Conducted annually usually in three phases:

Phase IPhase I –– (May (May –– July) collects general farm data; July) collects general farm data; 
used to screen or qualify farms of followused to screen or qualify farms of follow--on phases. on phases. 
Phase IIPhase II –– (October (October -- December) collects data on December) collects data on 
agricultural production practices, resource use, and agricultural production practices, resource use, and 
variable cost of inputs for selected crops.variable cost of inputs for selected crops.
Phase IIIPhase III –– (February (February –– April) collects whole farm April) collects whole farm 
finance (expenses and income), operator finance (expenses and income), operator 
characteristics, and farm household information.characteristics, and farm household information.



ARMS StructureARMS Structure
ARMS Phase IIARMS Phase II

Field CharacteristicsField Characteristics
Fertilizer and Nutrient Fertilizer and Nutrient 
ApplicationsApplications
Pesticide ApplicationsPesticide Applications
Pest Management Pest Management 
PracticesPractices
Field OperationsField Operations
IrrigationIrrigation
DryingDrying
Field Level Field Level 
ExpendituresExpenditures

ARMS Phase IIIARMS Phase III
Crop and Livestock Crop and Livestock 
ProductionProduction
Acreage Owned and Acreage Owned and 
OperatedOperated
Farm and OffFarm and Off--farm farm 
IncomeIncome
Farm ExpensesFarm Expenses
Value of Farm Assets Value of Farm Assets 
and Debtand Debt
Household InformationHousehold Information
Research Questions Research Questions 
concerning concerning 
““ManagementManagement””



What are the Common What are the Common 
Conservation Practices?Conservation Practices?

This question is addressed in the Phase II Field This question is addressed in the Phase II Field 
Characteristics Section:Characteristics Section:

TerracesTerraces
Grassed WaterwaysGrassed Waterways
Filter StripsFilter Strips
Strip CroppingStrip Cropping
RotationRotation



Phase II Phase II -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Phase II Phase II -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Phase II Phase II -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Phase II Phase II -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Phase III Phase III -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Phase III Phase III -- Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Agricultural Labor SurveyAgricultural Labor Survey



Agricultural Labor SurveyAgricultural Labor Survey



Environmental & Economic Environmental & Economic 
SurveysSurveys

Datasets:Datasets:
number of farms
land in farms

land values
cash rents

agricultural labor
- number of workers
- hours worked
- wages paid

cash receipts

production expenditures



Commodity SurveysCommodity Surveys

List FrameList Frame
Total CroplandTotal Cropland
Areas of Specific CropsAreas of Specific Crops
Grain Storage CapacityGrain Storage Capacity

Area FrameArea Frame
Segments of land are Segments of land are 
surveyed to account surveyed to account 
for the incompleteness for the incompleteness 
in list samplein list sample



Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Questionnaire ItemsQuestionnaire Items



Commodity SurveysCommodity Surveys

crop progress

acreage
- prospective plantings
- planted
- harvested

yield & production
- forecasts
- final
- by utilization

stocks
disposition

processing

prices received by 
farmers

cattle
hogs
sheep
goats
equine
poultry
milk & dairy products
aquaculture
bees & honey
mink

LivestockLivestock
inventory

- total
- by class
- births
- deaths
- predator losses

marketings
slaughter

production/disposition
- meat
- other products

(milk, dairy 
products, wool,

mohair, eggs, 
honey, etc.)

prices received by 
farmers
inventory/production 
values

Datasets:      Datasets:      
Crops/StocksCrops/Stocks

grains
hay
oilseeds
cotton
tobacco
potatoes
sugar
other field crops
citrus fruit
non-citrus fruit
nuts
vegetables
floriculture



Other Data SourcesOther Data Sources

Census of Agriculture (5 years)Census of Agriculture (5 years)
Showcasing demographic and Showcasing demographic and 
specialty agriculture dataspecialty agriculture data



Other Data SourcesOther Data Sources

Census of Agriculture (Census of Agriculture (contcont.).)



NASS ContactsNASS Contacts

dania_ferguson@nass.usda.govdania_ferguson@nass.usda.gov(202) 720(202) 720--59215921Dania FergusonDania Ferguson, Head, Head
Environmental and Economic Surveys Environmental and Economic Surveys 
SectionSection

norman_bennett@nass.usda.govnorman_bennett@nass.usda.gov(202) 720(202) 720--22482248Norman BennettNorman Bennett, Chief, Chief
Survey Administration BranchSurvey Administration Branch

mark_miller@nass.usda.govmark_miller@nass.usda.gov(202) 720(202) 720--06840684Mark R. MillerMark R. Miller, Head, Head
Environmental and Demographics Environmental and Demographics 
SectionSection

kevin_barnes@nass.usda.govkevin_barnes@nass.usda.gov(202) 720(202) 720--61466146Kevin BarnesKevin Barnes, Chief, Chief
Environmental, Economics, and Environmental, Economics, and 
Demographics BranchDemographics Branch



NASS MissionNASS Mission

To provide timely, accurate, and useful 
statistics in service to U.S. Agriculture


